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Overview

● Goals of project and questions
● Contextualizing the dataset
● Current progress
● Ethical considerations
● Further questions:

○ Analog and digital archives



Querying the material and methodology of web archival work

● How do queer identities and communities interact with and inform web 
spaces?

● How are web spaces themselves formed and cultivated by communities?

● How do concepts like utopia, radicalism, normativity, religion, and conversion 
affect queer identity and discourse formation over time?

● What vocabularies have been/are used to conceptualize homosexuality and 
other queer sexualities/identities by various social organizations (such as 
religious organizations) and communities?



Defining “queerness”

“Queerness is a structuring and educated mode of desiring that allows us to see 
and feel beyond the quagmire of the present…. Queerness is that thing that lets 
us feel that this world is not enough, that indeed something is missing.” 

- José Esteban Muñoz, Cruising Utopia: The Then and There of Queer Futurity.



Soc.motss (USENET)



US LGBTQ Web Collection



Interactive Fiction in Queer Literature









Feminist Data Manifest-No & Documenting the Now



The Oakland Archive Policy



“Data is a thing, a process, and a 
relationship we make and put to use. 
We can make it and use it 
differently.” 

- Feminist Data Manifest-No



On Analog vs. Digital Archives


